Westminster Larger Catechism

8th commandment


Question 140: Which is the eighth commandment?

The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not steal.

Question 141: What are the duties required in the eighth commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the eighth commandment are, truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and commerce between man and man; rendering to everyone his due; restitution of goods unlawfully detained from the right owners thereof; giving and lending freely, according to our abilities, and the necessities of others; moderation of our judgments, wills, and affections concerning worldly goods; a provident care and study to get, keep, use, and dispose these things which are necessary and convenient for the sustentation of our nature, and suitable to our condition; a lawful calling, and diligence in it; frugality; avoiding unnecessary lawsuits and suretyship, or other like engagements; and an endeavor, by all just and lawful means, to procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own.
Question 142: What are the sins forbidden in the eighth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the eighth commandment, besides the neglect of the duties required, are, theft, robbery, man-stealing, and receiving anything that is stolen; fraudulent dealing, false weights and measures, removing land marks, injustice and unfaithfulness in contracts between man and man, or in matters of trust; oppression, extortion, usury, bribery, vexatious lawsuits, unjust enclosures and depopulations; engrossing commodities to enhance the price; unlawful callings, and all other unjust or sinful ways of taking or withholding from our neighbor: What belongs to him, or of enriching ourselves; covetousness; inordinate prizing and affecting worldly goods; distrustful and distracting cares and studies in getting, keeping, and using them; envying at the prosperity of others; as likewise idleness, prodigality, wasteful gaming; and all other ways whereby we do unduly prejudice our own outward estate, and defrauding ourselves of the due use and comfort of that estate which God has given us.

Question 141: What are the duties required in the eighth commandment?

The duties required in the eighth commandment are, 

truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and commerce between man and man;

1. The first thing we should notice is that the 8th c. gives legitimacy to capitalism—the freedom to own, buy and sell private property.  Any evils regarding the ownership of private property are because of the abuse of private property.

2. This duty of buying, selling, and rightly using springs from the dominion mandate of Genesis 2 

3. Communism—the collective ownership of property enforced by the state, is against the teaching of the Bible.  This is a form of stealing since the state must own everything and the individual must give it up whether he wants to or not

4. Some argue that the early church practiced communism (Acts 2.42-47; 5:1-11).  But the early Xns were permited to do as they pleased with their goods.
5. “Communism assumes that the individual person exists for the sake of society; but this is contrary to God’s Word, which teaches us that society and all its social institutions exist for the sake of the individual, in order that the individual may attain the divine purpose for his life and thus glorify God.”  J. Vos.

6. If we are allowed to own/buy/sell then it is necessary that the rules of the free market be respected.  That is why the catechism says we are required to keep our contracts and deal justly when engaging in commerce.  
7. Illustration?
rendering to everyone his due; 

restitution of goods unlawfully detained from the right owners thereof; 

1. When we take something from someone else, it is only right that we admit our wrong and give it back.  Ex.22.1f.,  Lev. 6:2-5 adds a fifth as part of the compensation. Luke 19:8—Zacheeus gave back what he had taken; 

giving and lending freely, according to our abilities, and the necessities of others; 

1. Luke  6:30, 38; 1 John 3:17; Eph. 4:28; Gal. 6:10
2. The Bible requires work that we might earn wages and support ourselves and our families.  But it also enjoins us to be ready to assist others who need it.  Of course, only those who are able are required to lend.  If you don’t have it, you are not culpable.
3. We see many churches today though lending in unwise ways.  People receive help who should be turned away because they leech off the church and choose not to work.  Our lending should be done wisely, to enable others to achieve greater obedience themselves.
4. Types of poverty:  destitution vs “being poor” in America
5. To whom should we lend?  Those who have no means of support and can’t work (widows, orphans, invalids).  Those who are able to work but need a boost (poor man who wishes to start a business.
moderation of our judgments, wills, and affections concerning worldly goods; 

1. having an excessive appetite for food, clothing, toys, luxuries, etc is idolatry.  Stewardship is using God’s money in a way that glorifies him.  Too much buying can lead to less giving and depriving family members of their rights/needs.  (i.e. buying silly trinkets and not toilet paper)
2. impulsive buying is a problem with your affections.  Most debt is credit card debt—which makes impulsive buying that much easier).

3. Notice also that advertisements are designed to heighten your desire for something you may not need/want.
a provident care and study to get, keep, use, and dispose these things which are necessary and convenient for the sustentation of our nature, and suitable to our condition; 

1. Prov. 27:23-27; Eccl 3:12-13; Isa 38:1
2. The Prov. 31 woman used wisdom to get wealth, considered a field & bought it.

3. Some consider wealth to be taboo, “rich people are bad.”  The “love of money” is the real root of evil. The Bible encourages us to make as much money as possible.  More money means more opportunity to help others—lending, creating jobs, give inheritance to children’s children.  The Bible wants us to increase our “quality of life.”  
4. The Bible warns against self-indulgence and indulging in needless luxuries.  Fine robes would have been out of place for John the Baptist.—all our possessions should be “suitable to our condition.” (poor people don’t need ipods & iphones).
a lawful calling, and diligence in it; 

1. If we are not to steal it means we must work to provide for our needs.  
2. Our work ought to be lawful—no selling illegal drugs.

3. We need to be diligent in our work.  Idleness at work is a form of stealing.  Examples:  chatting, surfing the web, unnecessary/personal emailing, using the restroom at times when you are not on break, “milking” a project

Frugality; 

1. Opposite = wastefulness: Jn 6:12, the disciples picked up bread after they finished eating

2. As Americans we are prone to wastefulness due to our incredible wealth.  But our wealth does not excuse wastefulness.  “It is wrong to waste anything that will sustain or enrich human life, or that has cost natural resources or human effort to produce.  Our possessions are not ours to use or waste as we please; they are a stewardship entrusted to us by God.” J.V.  

3. Seeking to get the best buy for your money, using all means to spend less (Coupons? Gluttony), not buying objects that are unwarranted,
avoiding unnecessary lawsuits and suretyship, or other like engagements; 

1. We are living in a very litigious day.  People will sue at the drop of a hat.  Unfortunately many insurance claims will not pay up until you go to court.
2. Suretyship—accepting the responsibility of another’s debts. Pr. 17:18
and an endeavor, by all just and lawful means, to procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own.  Lev. 25:35, Phil 2:4; Deut 22:1-4
Question 142: What are the sins forbidden in the eighth commandment?

The sins forbidden in the eighth commandment, besides the neglect of the duties required, are, 
theft, robbery, man-stealing, and receiving anything that is stolen; 
1. James 2:15-16

2. Remember that there is a robbery of man and of God
3. Psalm 50:18, Prov. 29:24—the commandment forbids not just the taking, but the receiving what is stolen.  Our duty to our neighbor means we must give back what is rightfully theirs.
fraudulent dealing, 
1. the 8th commandment relies much upon the 9th commandment.  Honesty is the basis of a biblical system of economics.
2. Proverbs 20:14:   When we make deals, we ought to give the right price for that which we buy.  We can talk someone down past the rightful price or trick them, but such is not looking out for the welfare of our neighbor.

false weights and measures,
In ancient times money was set by weight.  Tweeking the system amounted to robbery.  Today’s Federal Reserve inflates the monetary system by printing valueless money.  Thus, your dollar is no longer worth a dollar.
removing land marks, 
1. taking people’s property by “bumping” the line.  Taking advantage of inferiors (prov. 23:10)
injustice and unfaithfulness in contracts between man and man, or in matters of trust; oppression, extortion, usury, bribery, vexatious lawsuits, 
1. Oppression is when a superior puts extreme demands on one under his authority (taxation)  Ezk 22:29, Lev. 25:17

2. Usury—taking undue or excessive interest when lending.  Does not forbid all lending.  
3. Bribery—hush money.  Truth should be dealt with rightly.  When it should be covered, it should be covered with love, not with money.

Unjust enclosures and depopulations; 
1. enclosures—England had land owned by lords, but used by commoners.  This land was fenced to keep commoners out.
2. depopulations—buying up land and removing tenants of it.  .
engrossing commodities to enhance the price; 
1. boosting the price because one has a monopoly on a product 
unlawful callings, and all other unjust or sinful ways of taking or withholding from our neighbor: What belongs to him, or of enriching ourselves; covetousness; inordinate prizing and affecting worldly goods; distrustful and distracting cares and studies in getting, keeping, and using them; 
envying at the prosperity of others; 
envy is “stealing of the mind” and typically leads to destroying or stealing what others have.  We are required to be content and rejoice that God has blessed otehrs
as likewise idleness, prodigality, wasteful gaming; 
1. prodigality:  wastefulness (prodigal son)

2. gambling:  the Lord forbids wasteful gaming.  Note the following…
a. We must be good stewards of what God gives us.
b. We must earn our living by working a lawful job and contributing to society. 

c. We must be watchful of our neighbor’s welfare.
Gambling is wasteful in that it takes other people's money without the benefit of commerce.  In sum, the other person loses wealth and does not prosper in any way.  In a business deal, he would at least gain some good or product for personal use.
3. Slot machines, raffles, lotteries, games of chance, sporting pools, card games.  (What do you think is the difference between these and a pop machine?)
and all other ways whereby we do unduly prejudice our own outward estate, and defrauding ourselves of the due use and comfort of that estate which God has given us.

